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Discover fun and easy Black History project ideas that celebrate important people,
events, and achievements. Great for students and teachers, these projects inspire
creativity and help everyone learn more about Black history and culture.

When it comes to exploring Black history, the possibilities are vast and enriching.
However, selecting the right topic can be challenging. What constitutes a meaningful
project? What aspects of Black history should be highlighted?
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This article provides a comprehensive guide to creating impactful Black history projects
for students of all ages. From famous figures to critical events, we’ll cover a range of ideas
and approaches that can inspire curiosity and understanding.

Let’s embark on this journey through Black history, where every project can lead to
deeper insights and appreciation.
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Understanding Black History

Black history encompasses the significant contributions, struggles, and achievements of
Black individuals and communities throughout history. This rich narrative not only
focuses on the struggles against oppression and racism but also celebrates the
remarkable accomplishments that have shaped societies worldwide.

What is a Good Topic for Black History?

Choosing a good topic involves identifying areas that resonate with your interests and
the historical significance they carry. Here are some suggestions:

. The Civil Rights Movement: Explore key events, leaders, and legislation that
transformed American society.

. The Harlem Renaissance: Investigate the cultural, artistic, and intellectual explosion
that celebrated Black culture in the early 20th century.

. Prominent Figures: Research influential individuals such as Martin Luther King Jr.,
Malcolm X, Rosa Parks, or Harriet Tubman.
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Historical Events: Analyze events such as the Transatlantic Slave Trade, the abolition of
slavery, or the election of the first Black president.

. Contemporary Issues: Discuss current topics like Black Lives Matter, police reform, or

educational disparities.

What Should Be Included in a Black History
Project?

A well-rounded Black history project should incorporate several essential elements:

. Research: Gather information from reputable sources, including books, academic

articles, documentaries, and interviews.

.Visual Aids: Include images, charts, or maps that enhance understanding and

engagement.

. Narrative: Provide a clear and compelling story that connects the past to the present,

illustrating the significance of your topic.

. Personal Reflection: Offer insights or reflections on what you learned and how it

impacts your understanding of history and society today.

. Citations: Acknowledge your sources properly to uphold academic integrity.

Topics for Black History Month Debate

If you’re considering a debate format, here are some thought-provoking topics:

. Was the Civil Rights Movement successful in achieving its goals?

. Should reparations be paid to descendants of enslaved individuals?

. Is the Black Lives Matter movement effective in bringing about change?
. How should we address systemic racism in modern society?

. Should schools include more Black history in their curricula?

Black History Project Ideas

Here are some of the best history project ideas:

Historical Figures

Biography of Harriet Tubman



Key events in her life (e.g., the Underground Railroad).
Impact on slavery abolition.
Legacy and recognition.

Research on Frederick Douglass

Early life and education.
Contributions to abolition and equality.

)

Writings, including “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass.

Presentation on W.E.B. Du Bois

Role in founding the NAACP.
Key ideas in “The Souls of Black Folk.”
Influence on civil rights activism.

Timeline of Rosa Parks’ Life

Significant events leading to the Montgomery Bus Boycott.
Her role in the Civil Rights Movement.
Post-boycott contributions and honors.

Explore the life of Maya Angelou

Key works and themes in her writing.
Contributions to literature and civil rights.
Impact on contemporary culture.

Report on Malcolm X’s Philosophy

Key ideas in “The Ballot or the Bullet” speech.
Transformation throughout his life.
Legacy in the fight for Black empowerment.

Study of Jackie Robinson

Overcoming racial barriers in Major League Baseball.
His impact on sports and civil rights.
Lasting influence on athletes today.



Create a documentary on Thurgood Marshall

Key legal battles, including Brown v. Board of Education.
His role as the first Black Supreme Court Justice.
Lasting impact on civil rights law.

Profile of James Baldwin

Key works exploring race and identity.
Influence on literature and activism.
Legacy in contemporary discussions about race.

Art project inspired by Jean-Michel Basquiat

Analyze themes in his artwork.
Create a piece reflecting his style and messages.
Discuss his impact on contemporary art.

Events and Movements

Documentary on the Civil Rights Movement

Key events (e.g., Birmingham Campaign, Selma to Montgomery marches).
Influential leaders and organizations.
Lasting impacts on legislation and society.

Timeline of the Harlem Renaissance

Major figures (e.g., Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston).
Key events (e.g., the Cotton Club).

Impact on arts and culture.

Essay on the Montgomery Bus Boycott

Causes leading to the boycott.
Key figures (e.g., Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King Jr.).
Outcomes and implications for civil rights.

Research project on the Freedom Rides



Objectives and key participants.
Challenges faced during the rides.
Impact on desegregation efforts.

Create a presentation on the March on Washington

Key speakers and messages delivered.
Significance of MLK’s “l Have a Dream” speech.
Outcomes of the march.

Examine the Stonewall Riots

Connection between Black activism and LGBTQ+ rights.
Key figures involved.
Long-term impacts on social justice movements.

Investigate the Black Panther Party

Key initiatives (e.g., Breakfast for Children program).
Role in community empowerment.
Legacy in activism and social justice.

Report on the Voting Rights Act of 1965

Key provisions and historical context.
Impact on Black voter registration.
Ongoing challenges and current relevance.

Create a visual display of the Black Lives Matter movement

Timeline of significant events.
Key figures and organizations involved.
Impact on contemporary social justice efforts.

Research the impact of the 1965 Watts Riots

Causes and events leading to the riots.
Aftermath and community response.
Influence on future civil rights activism.



Culture and Contributions

Projects
Cookbook of African American Recipes

Research traditional dishes and their origins.
Highlight cultural significance.
Include stories behind each recipe.

Fashion Show of Influential Black Designers

Profiles of designers (e.g., Dapper Dan, Virgil Abloh).
Historical impact on fashion trends.
Showcase their unique styles.

See also 189+ Most Helpful Newspaper Project Ideas For Students

Music Genre Research

Origins of jazz and key musicians (e.g., Louis Armstrong).
Influence on modern music genres.
Analysis of jazz’s cultural significance.

Study of Hip-Hop Culture

Key figures and their contributions (e.g., Tupac, Biggie).
Influence on social and political issues.
Exploration of hip-hop as an art form.

Art Exhibit on Black Artists

Profiles of significant artists (e.g., Kerry James Marshall).
Analysis of their works and themes.
Virtual gallery showcasing their art.

Documentary on Black Cinema

Key films and directors (e.g., Spike Lee, Ava DuVernay).
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Impact of Black cinema on Hollywood.

Discussion of representation in film.

Report on the significance of African American literature

Key authors and their contributions (e.g., Zora Neale Hurston).
Themes explored in their works.

Impact on American literature.

Create a photo essay on Black family traditions

Document stories through images.
Highlight cultural practices and values.
Share personal narratives and experiences.

Explore the impact of Black athletes on sports

Profiles of trailblazing athletes (e.g., Muhammad Ali).
Contributions to sports and society.
Lasting influence on future generations.

Investigate the influence of Black dance styles

Key styles (e.g., African dance, hip-hop).
Cultural significance and historical context.
Analysis of dance as a form of expression.

Science, Medicine, and Technology

Research project on Dr. Charles Drew

Contributions to blood banking and transfusion medicine.
His role in developing blood storage techniques.
Legacy in medicine and health care.

Profile Dr. Patricia Bath

Innovations in ophthalmology (e.g., cataract surgery).
Impact on healthcare access for minorities.
Recognition and awards for her contributions.



Create a presentation on Mark Dean’s inventions

Key contributions to computer engineering.
Role in developing the first color PC monitor.
Legacy in technology and innovation.

Investigate Katherine Johnson’s calculations for NASA

Contributions to space missions (e.g., Apollo 11).
Impact on women and minorities in STEM.
Recognition and honors received.

Study the history of Black inventors

Compile a list of significant inventions (e.g., traffic light).
Profiles of inventors and their contributions.
Analyze the impact of their work on society.

Research project on George Washington Carver

Innovations in agriculture and sustainable practices.
Contributions to the economy and community.
Legacy in education and research.

Profile of Alice Ball and the “Ball Method”

Contributions to the treatment of leprosy.
Impact on medical practices and education.
Recognition for her groundbreaking work.

Investigate the role of Black scientists in climate change

Highlight contributions to environmental science.
Profiles of key figures in climate activism.
Discuss their findings and recommendations.

Create a documentary on Black chemists

Showcase their research and discoveries.
Discuss challenges faced in their careers.



Highlight their contributions to science and society.

Explore innovations in technology by Black entrepreneurs

Profiles of key figures (e.g., A.G. Gaston).
Impact on the tech industry and entrepreneurship.
Discussion of current trends and future leaders.

Social and Political Change

Research project on Sojourner Truth

Analyze her “Ain’t | a Woman?” speech.
Discuss her role in women’s rights and abolition.
Explore her legacy in modern activism.

Profile of Shirley Chisholm

Achievements as the first Black woman in Congress.
Key policies she advocated for.

Lasting impact on women in politics.

Documentary on Barack Obama’s presidency

Key policies and initiatives during his terms.
Impact on health care and civil rights.
Challenges faced during his presidency.

Investigate the role of Kamala Harris

Explore her impact as the first female Vice President.
Key initiatives she supports.
Discussion of her historical significance.

Create a timeline of Black women in politics

Highlight key milestones and achievements.
Analyze the challenges they faced.
Discuss their impact on legislation.



Study the impact of desegregation in schools

Analyze cases like Brown v. Board of Education.
Explore the social and educational implications.
Discuss ongoing challenges in education.

Research the economic empowerment of Black communities

Examine initiatives for economic development.
Analyze the impact of entrepreneurship and investment.
Discuss current challenges and future prospects.

Create a presentation on Black mayors

Profiles of influential Black mayors (e.g., Maynard Jackson).
Discuss their contributions to city governance.
Analyze their impact on community development.

Explore the significance of Black-led nonprofits

Highlight key organizations and their missions.
Discuss their contributions to community service.
Analyze the impact of their work.

Document the impact of Black advocacy groups

Research organizations like the NAACP and Urban League.
Analyze their role in civil rights and social justice.
Discuss current challenges and successes.

Education and Literacy

Research project on the history of Black education

Key milestones in education access.
Contributions of Black educators.
Ongoing challenges in education.

Create a timeline of significant Black educational institutions



Highlight historically Black colleges and universities (HBCUs).
Discuss their founding and impact.
Profile notable alumni.

Explore the role of literacy in the Black community

Analyze historical barriers to education.
Discuss initiatives to promote literacy.
Highlight success stories.

Profile influential Black teachers

Discuss their contributions to education and community.
Analyze their teaching methods and philosophies.
Share student testimonials.

Investigate the importance of Black history in school curricula

Analyze current educational standards.
Discuss the impact of inclusive education.
Propose strategies for improvement.

Create a documentary on Black scholars

Highlight significant contributions to academia.
Discuss challenges they faced in their careers.
Analyze their impact on future generations.

Study the impact of mentorship programs

Highlight successful mentorship initiatives.
Discuss their influence on Black students’ success.
Share testimonials from participants.

Create a literacy program proposal for local schools

|dentify key needs in the community.
Outline strategies for improvement.
Discuss potential impacts on students.



Research the role of Black women in education

Analyze their contributions as educators and leaders.
Discuss ongoing challenges they face.
Highlight their impact on students and communities.

Investigate the significance of Black children’s literature

Explore authors and key themes.
Discuss the importance of representation.
Analyze the impact on literacy and identity.

Arts and Entertainment

Research project on the origins of jazz music

Key figures and their contributions (e.g., Louis Armstrong).
Explore its cultural significance.
Analyze its evolution and influence on other genres.

Create a presentation on Black playwrights

Highlight key figures (e.g., August Wilson).
Discuss their contributions to theater.
Analyze the themes in their works.

Documentary on the impact of Black filmmakers

Profiles of influential directors (e.g., Ava DuVernay).
Analyze their contributions to cinema.
Discuss the representation of Black stories.

Investigate the role of Black musicians in the 20th century

Profiles of key artists across genres.
Discuss their influence on music and culture.

Analyze their impact on social movements.
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Study the evolution of hip-hop culture

Key artists and their contributions.
Analyze the cultural impact of hip-hop.

Discuss its role in social and political movements.

Create an art project inspired by Black artists

Research significant artists and their styles.
Create a piece that reflects their influence.
Discuss the themes explored in their work.

Explore the impact of Black comedy

Profile influential comedians (e.g., Richard Pryor).
Analyze their contributions to comedy and culture.
Discuss the role of humor in addressing social issues.

Create a presentation on Black fashion icons

Profile key figures and their impact on fashion trends.
Analyze their contributions to the industry.
Discuss the significance of representation in fashion.

Investigate the influence of Black dancers on performance art

Key figures and their contributions.
Discuss their impact on contemporary dance.
Analyze the cultural significance of their work.

Create a visual arts project on Black history

Research and create artwork that reflects key events.
Discuss the importance of art in storytelling.
Showcase the diversity of Black experiences.
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Community and Activism

Research the history of Black neighborhoods

Analyze the formation and significance of communities.
Discuss challenges faced in urban development.

Explore ongoing initiatives for community empowerment.

Create a documentary on local Black leaders

Highlight their contributions to the community.
Discuss their impact on social change.
Share personal stories and testimonials.

Investigate grassroots organizations

Profile key groups working for social justice.
Discuss their missions and achievements.
Analyze their impact on local communities.

Create a project on community service initiatives

Highlight successful programs in the Black community.
Discuss their impact on social issues.
Share stories of individuals involved.

Study the role of faith-based organizations in activism

Analyze their contributions to social change.
Discuss their impact on community development.
Highlight notable initiatives.

Create a proposal for a community event

Outline the objectives and activities.
Discuss potential impacts on community engagement.

Include a plan for execution.

Profile influential Black activists today



Discuss their work and contributions.
Analyze their influence on contemporary issues.
Share personal stories and experiences.

Research the significance of community gardens

Analyze their impact on food security.
Discuss their role in community building.
Highlight successful examples in Black neighborhoods.

Create a visual display of community art projects

Showcase murals and public art in Black communities.
Discuss their significance in cultural expression.
Analyze the impact on community identity.

Investigate the role of youth in activism

Highlight youth-led initiatives and movements.
Discuss their contributions to social change.
Analyze their influence on future generations.

Sports and Athletics

Profile of Jackie Robinson

Discuss his impact on breaking the color barrier in MLB.
Analyze his contributions to civil rights.
Highlight his legacy in sports.

Create a documentary on Black Olympians

Highlight key athletes and their achievements.
Discuss the significance of their contributions to sports.
Analyze their impact on social issues.

Research project on the history of Black athletes in the NFL

Profile key figures and their achievements.
Discuss their impact on the sport and society.



Analyze current challenges and opportunities.

Investigate the role of Black women in sports

Highlight key athletes and their contributions.
Discuss challenges they face in athletics.
Analyze their impact on gender equality.

Create a presentation on the influence of Black coaches

Highlight key figures in various sports.
Discuss their contributions to coaching and mentorship.
Analyze their impact on future generations.

Research the history of Black-owned sports teams

Highlight significant teams and their contributions.
Discuss the challenges of ownership.
Analyze their impact on the sports industry.

Profile influential Black sports commentators

Discuss their contributions to sports journalism.
Analyze their impact on representation in media.
Highlight their influence on public discourse.

Investigate the role of sports in social justice

Analyze athlete activism in various sports.
Discuss their impact on social movements.
Highlight key events and initiatives.

Create a timeline of major milestones in Black sports history

Highlight key events and achievements.
Analyze their significance in the broader context of history.
Discuss ongoing challenges in sports.

Document the impact of sports on community building



Analyze how sports foster community connections.
Highlight local initiatives and programs.
Discuss their impact on youth engagement.

Religion and Spirituality
Research the history of Black churches

Discuss their role in community building and social justice.
Highlight influential leaders and congregations.
Analyze their impact on civil rights movements.

Create a presentation on the significance of gospel music

Explore its origins and evolution.
Discuss its cultural impact and influence on other genres.
Analyze key figures and their contributions.

Study the role of spirituality in Black culture

Discuss how spirituality influences identity and community.
Analyze the intersection of faith and activism.
Explore different spiritual practices within the community.

Profile Black women in religious leadership

Highlight their contributions and challenges.
Discuss their impact on faith communities.
Analyze their roles in social justice.

Investigate the influence of Islam in the Black community

Discuss its historical roots and impact on identity.
Analyze contributions of Black Muslim leaders.
Explore challenges faced within the broader society.

Create a documentary on interfaith initiatives

Highlight collaborations between different faith communities.
Discuss their impact on social issues and community building.



Analyze the role of faith in promoting peace.

Research the significance of prayer and meditation

Explore different practices within the Black community.
Discuss their impact on mental health and well-being.
Analyze the role of faith in coping with adversity.

Profile influential Black theologians

Discuss their contributions to religious thought.
Analyze their impact on contemporary theology.
Explore their roles in social justice.

Create a project on the role of faith in activism

Highlight key events where faith played a role in social change.
Discuss the significance of moral leadership.
Analyze the impact of faith-based organizations.

Investigate the importance of youth in faith communities

Discuss their involvement in religious activities.
Highlight leadership opportunities for young people.
Analyze their influence on future generations.

Science and Technology

Research Black inventors and their contributions

Highlight key figures and their inventions.
Discuss their impact on technology and society.
Analyze barriers they faced.

Create a presentation on Black scientists in history

Profile influential figures in various fields.
Discuss their contributions and challenges.
Analyze their impact on contemporary science.



Investigate the role of STEM education in the Black community

Discuss initiatives promoting STEM access.
Highlight successful programs and organizations.
Analyze ongoing challenges in STEM fields.

See also 149+ Captivating Art Integrated Project Ideas for Creative Minds

Create a project on environmental justice

Discuss the intersection of race and environmental issues.
Highlight key movements and activists.
Analyze the impact of policies on Black communities.

Profile influential Black women in STEM

Highlight key figures and their achievements.
Discuss challenges they face in the field.
Analyze their contributions to science and technology.

Investigate the impact of technology on social change

Analyze how social media is used in activism.
Discuss the role of technology in community organizing.
Highlight key examples of successful campaigns.

Create a documentary on health disparities in the Black
community

Discuss key issues and challenges.
Highlight initiatives addressing health inequalities.
Analyze the role of healthcare access.

Research the contributions of Black engineers

Discuss their impact on infrastructure and design.
Highlight key figures and their achievements.
Analyze challenges in the engineering field.
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Investigate the role of data in social justice

Discuss how data is used in advocacy and policy.
Highlight key organizations using data for change.
Analyze the importance of data literacy.

Create a project on the future of Black innovation

Discuss emerging technologies and trends.
Highlight successful Black-owned startups.
Analyze opportunities for growth and development.

Environment and Sustainability

Research the impact of environmental issues on Black
communities

Discuss the intersection of race and environmental justice.
Highlight key studies and findings.
Analyze local and national challenges.

Create a project on Black environmental activists

Profile influential figures and their work.
Discuss their impact on policy and awareness.
Analyze their contributions to sustainability.

Investigate the role of community gardens in urban areas

Discuss their impact on food security and community health.
Highlight successful community garden initiatives.
Analyze challenges faced by urban gardens.

Create a presentation on climate change and its effects

Discuss how climate change disproportionately affects Black communities.
Highlight key initiatives addressing climate issues.
Analyze local responses to climate change.

Profile organizations advocating for environmental justice



Highlight key groups and their missions.
Discuss their contributions to policy change.
Analyze the impact of their work.

Investigate the significance of sustainable practices in Black-
owned businesses

Discuss initiatives promoting sustainability.
Highlight successful examples and their impact.
Analyze challenges faced by Black entrepreneurs.

Create a project on the importance of clean water access

Discuss disparities in water access and quality.
Highlight organizations working for water justice.
Analyze the impact of clean water on health and community.

Research the impact of urban development on Black
neighborhoods

Discuss issues of gentrification and displacement.
Highlight community-led initiatives for preservation.
Analyze the importance of equitable development.

Investigate the role of youth in environmental activism

Highlight youth-led initiatives addressing climate issues.
Discuss their impact on awareness and policy change.
Analyze their influence on future generations.

Create a project on sustainable living practices

Discuss the importance of sustainable habits.
Highlight initiatives promoting eco-friendly lifestyles.
Analyze the impact on community health and environment.

Who Should | Pick for My Black History
Month Project?
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Selecting a prominent figure can provide depth to your research. Here are some
influential individuals to consider:

. Harriet Tubman: A leader in the Underground Railroad.

. Frederick Douglass: An abolitionist and advocate for social justice.

. Ella Fitzgerald: A jazz singer who broke racial barriers in music.

. Malcolm X: A civil rights activist who promoted Black empowerment.

. Michelle Obama: The first Black First Lady of the United States and an advocate for

education and health.

How to Do a Black History Program

Here are the best ways to do a black history program:

. Choose a Theme: Decide on a central theme, such as empowerment, resilience, or

cultural heritage.

. Select Topics and Activities: Include discussions, performances, or presentations that

align with your theme.

. Invite Guest Speakers: Reach out to local historians or community leaders to share

insights.

. Promote Engagement: Encourage participation through interactive elements like

workshops or Q&A sessions.

. Document the Program: Record the event through videos or photographs for future

reference and promotion.

Who is a Famous Black Person?

Famous Black individuals span various fields, including:

Martin Luther King Jr.: Civil rights leader known for his nonviolent activism.

Rosa Parks: Her refusal to give up her bus seat sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott.
Oprah Winfrey: A media mogul and philanthropist who has significantly influenced
American culture.

Toni Morrison: Nobel Prize-winning author known for her profound explorations of Black

identity.
Barack Obama: The first Black president of the United States, known for his historic
election and policies.
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Black History Project Ideas for Students

Here are some of the best black history project ideas for students:

1. Create a Timeline: Develop a visual timeline of significant events in Black history.

. Biographical Presentation: Prepare a presentation on a chosen figure, focusing on their
contributions and impact.

. Artistic Expression: Create a piece of art or a performance that reflects Black culture or
history.

. Documentary Short: Produce a short documentary exploring a specific event or figure in
Black history.

. Community Interview: Conduct interviews with local community members about their
experiences and perspectives on race and history.

Project Ideas by Education Level

Here are some project ideas by educational level:

High School

Research project on the impact of the Civil Rights Act.
Group presentations on influential Black artists.

College Students

In-depth analysis of the economic impact of the Black Lives Matter movement.
Research paper on the representation of Black individuals in media.

Primary School

Create a poster about a famous Black figure.
Class storytime focusing on children’s books by Black authors.

Middle School

Organize a debate on a historical event or figure.
Create a scrapbook that highlights important milestones in Black history.



Black History Month Activities

Here are some black history month activities:

Activities for Students

1. Read-Aloud Sessions: Host sessions featuring books by Black authors.

2. Cultural Fair: Organize a fair showcasing Black culture, including music, food, and art.

3. Film Screenings: Show documentaries or films about Black history, followed by
discussions.

4. Creative Writing: Encourage students to write poems or essays reflecting on themes of
identity and resilience.

5. Interactive Workshops: Conduct workshops focusing on traditional African art or music.

PDFs and Resources

¢ Black History Month Activities for Elementary Students PDF: Create a downloadable
PDF featuring age-appropriate activities, such as coloring sheets and simple biographies.

e Research Guides: Provide resources and links to books and websites dedicated to Black
history for students of all grades.

Final Words

Exploring Black history is an enriching endeavor that allows students to connect with
significant cultural narratives and understand the complexities of societal development.
With a variety of project ideas, activities, and figures to study, students can approach
Black history with curiosity and respect.

By engaging in thoughtful research and creative projects, you not only honor the
contributions of Black individuals but also cultivate a deeper appreciation for the rich
tapestry of history. Embrace this opportunity to learn, reflect, and inspire others through

your exploration of Black history.
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